Look for FLA on Facebo'ok and nstagram! April 2017
Presi dent OKeepKer ights Gright!

Keep Our Lights Bright! That's the slogan I've been using. For years, Ken Smith Ul

oKeep Our Lights Shining!o6 Wi th al/l
felt a lot of our Lighthouses were in pretty good shape and others were on their wa
bright futures. Keeping Our Lights Bright rather than just Shining. Almost all Floric%es
houses are represented on the FLA board and participate in managing our associq~ ;
future. Ever the optimist, | felt that the reef lights would be turned over to a caring .
pable suppoibrganization as they are being surplused by the GSA. Gasparilla Ran
being cared for by a lighthouse group who already had plans and funds to restore i

glory.
Sure there are bound to be bumps in the road but | know our historic lighthouses w

and thrive. We are a tweggar old association composed of devoted lighthouse gro
and individuals who treasure lighthouses and their histories

Reality hits home! Amelia Island lighthouse's 118lge€adorder Fresnel lens has been twofédnd the lantern room
shrouded with moving blankets. During routine cleaning in March, one of the tweadye larilses came loose from its
flashpanel and fell into the Fresnel lens. T Biameter lens lost a mine¥4l wide chip on the edge. The US Coas
Guard felt it best to stop the rotation and protect the other eleveeyleglisThe lenses are friction fit into the badieof
flash panel and have litharge around the edges. The USCG is working to procure an assessment from a lampi
assessment is made, and costs estimated, the USCG will determine the best future for the Erdsrestigisize it in
place and reactivate it or move it to a controlled environment in a museum.

My hope is all of our member Lighthouses will continue to be preserved, restored, protected & defended.

With your help We Will Keep Our Lights Bright!
Chris Belcher, Florida Lighthouse Association President

THANK YOU! YOUR support makes it possible to prese

The Florida Lighthouse Associationdbs mission /s o0 sa
supporting community based restoration, preservation and education efforts.

FLA is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization, funded by philanthropic gifts and memberships from individuals.
Fl oridads "Visit Our Lights" license plate sal elghthpusesvi de add

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION (CH8757) AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES
ON THEIR WEBSITE AThttps://csapp.800helpfla.com/cspublicapp/giftgiversquery/qgiftgiversquer@RsBY CALLING TOLL-FREE 1-8004357352WITHIN THE
STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.



https://csapp.800helpfla.com/cspublicapp/giftgiversquery/giftgiversquery.aspx
tel:1-800-435-7352

i
May Spring Meetingi Boca Grande Lighthous@ May 5 & 6, 2017

Gasparilla Island is home to 2 lighthouses, Port Boca Grande Lighthouse Map and Boca Grande Entrance Rear
Light. Port Boca Grande Lighthouse was built in 1890 and istargng&ooden
dwelling on iron pilings with a black octagonal lantern on top, the original le
a 3% Order Fresnellens.hi s buil ding al so seryv
dence.The light was automated in 1956, deactivated in 1966, and abandone
Coast Guard in 196®we to erosion and waves at high tide crashing under th
house, the support screws were exposed, requiring the building of rock groi
pumping sand onto the beach to protect the house from additional damage.
Grande Lighthouse was placed on the National Register of Historic Places ir
and restoration work began in 1985. The light was recommissioned in 1986,
mains today an aid to navigatién. ong wi t h t he Assi s
door, the Boca Grande Lighthouse is the oldest building on Gasparilla Islangc= =~

The Boca Grande Entrance Rear Range Light, now known as the Gasparille®
Light, is one of only a few lighthouses that has had active service in two sta L
lighthouse, an iron skeletal tower, was originally built in 1881 in Delaware, a
as the Delaware Breakwater Rear Range Lighthouse until 1918 when opera
discontinued due to the shifting shoreline/erosion. In 1919 the Seventh Ligh
District in Florida notified Delaware that there was a need for the tower in Florida; however, due to money proble
tower was not erected on Gasparilla Island unti/l i
Lens was not lit until 193Recently the Light was turned over to the Barrier Island Parks Society, and has been c
restored to its 1927 conditioBoth Port Boca Grande Lighthouse and The Gasparilla Island Light remain aids to n:
tion.

Our spring event will start on Friday May 5, 2017 at the Crowninshield Community House 240 Banyan St. Boca
33921IMap on Gasparilla Island with committee meetings at 4:30 PM, followed by the FLA Board meeting at 6:0C
PM. Please note, the social will be AT THE BOCA GRANDE LIGHTHOUSE at 7:30 where we will have the oppt
ty for a night climb. On Saturday the membership meeting will start at 9:00 AM at the Community House, with a
Luncheon ( details to follow) at about 12:00, followed by a visit and climb to |
Lighthouses.

The cost for the event will be $50 each for members and $75 each for non

members, which includes a 1 year membership in FLA. Due to FLA insuranc

guirements all attendees MUST be members. The meeting fee includes the |

night Social, the Friday night climb, the membership meeting, Lunch, and vis
both lighthouses.

Visit our website for more informatiom
www.floridalighthouses.org



https://www.google.com/maps/place/Gasparilla+Island+State+Park/@26.761029,-82.2813553,13.14z/data=%214m5%213m4%211s0x0:0x159169b1729d6f09%218m2%213d26.7195854%214d-82.260046
https://www.google.com/maps/place/240+Banyan+St,+Boca+Grande,+FL+33921/@26.7476103,-82.2635555,17z/data=%213m1%214b1%214m5%213m4%211s0x88c4b25e55debaa7:0x7898dca7dae3a568%218m2%213d26.7476103%214d-82.2613668
http://www.floridalighthouses.org
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Brilliant Beacohs: A History of the American Lighthouse
by: Eric Jay Dolan

Review by Josh Lillerif Dennis Noble's Lighthouses and Keepers: The U.S. Lighthouse Service and Its Legacy w
best synthesis of US lighthouse history, Brilliant Beacons is the closest we've come to a true monograph on the
ject. In 422 pages, Dolin presents a moderately comprehensive history from colonial times to the present. The fir
es cover the early era: all the colonial lighthouses, lighthouses in the Revolutionargdéemigpastd the infamous

Pleasanton era. The next hundred pages cover the general history of the "Golden Era" of lighthouses under the
Board and Lighthouse Bureau (18829), followed by another 150 pages on various aspects of lighthouses during
such as keeper's duties, lives, and heroics and some examples of especially difficult engineering feats. The mod
Coast Guard lightkeeping and public and private lighthouse preservation/restoration efforts get less than three di

| think Dolin does a very good job tackling the subject matter which | think he understands quite well. There are ¢
endnotes and the narrative is an enjoyable read that | breezed through in less than a week (admittedly, | have a
isting interest in the subject). Appropriate illustrations and photos are scattered throughout.

An entire chapter is spent on the impact of the Great New England Hurricane of 1938 on lighthouses and keepet
it's a short chapter of only 17 pages, this seems like an oddly specific tangent, especially since only one agteer ht
more than a passing mention. If there's a problem with this book that is somewhat a symptom of it. | was left scre
head a bit on what gets left out, such as the challenges of the Florida Reef Lights or almost any mention of the C
lighthouses beyond 'Cape Hatteras is really important and the lens went on a wild adventure in the Civil War.' Th
Minot's Ledge Lighthouse disaster goes oddly unmentioned until the chapter on engineering. | think Noble's muc
book manages to do a better job covering certain aspects of lighthouse history than Dolin. This book could have
another 500 pages.

Brilliant Beacons is not quite a brilliant book, but it is a really good one. Anyone interested in lighthouses wanting
thing both interesting and fun yet substantial will be quite pleased with this work. (I suspect the issues | paivged ¢
kind that will likely go unnoticed by most readers.) Strongly recommended.

Review by Eric S. Martin:This brand new book came with a flyer from the marketing people basically claiming thi:
the best lighthouse book ever. | had my doubts, especially since other books have made that claim and did not i
"The Complete Guide to Lighthouses" that was missing several lights).

There were some good things about this book. For one,-tbisglate (published this year) so it includes things like the
National Lighthouses Preservation Act. Another is the large number of of pictures and drawings, some that have
published. Dolin also talks about Stephen Pleasonton and Winslow Lewis. He is fair and points out things that wi
get. For example, the Lewis lights at first were a major improvement to lighting. However, Lewis never improve c
ina design so when the Fresnel lens came dong the Lewis lights were inferior (and still Lewisdid NOT try to improve

them). Pleasonton had many friends in the government so he was able to hold off changing the lights for years a

This book also contains a list of lighthouse organizations. It seems to include the national and well as someeegic
NOT claim to include all, however, and | was disappointed that the Florida Keys Reef Lights Foundation was not
(OK I am biased). On an up note, the Florida Lighthouse Association is on the list.
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More Photos can be fo‘u‘nd on the
FLA Facebook page!

U.S. LIGHTHOUSE SOCIETY

USLHS [ittp://uslhs.org/tourg announced it will "make a $200 donation to your nonprofit for ever
tour registration that comes in referencing that nonprofit." (The donation amount is the same w
is for a single or double registration.) What a wonderful and easy way to donate to FLA. Make
write on your tour registration form that you want the $200 to benefit FLA and then tell them age
when you take the tour. Thank you USLHS!



http://uslhs.org/tours
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January Meeting Recap ~ Egmont Key
by Josh Liller

The Florida Lighthouse Association held its first meeting of 2017 in St. Petersburg at the end of January. Due tc
local events this meeting was scheduled a little differently with a-Satwldgyschedule instead of the more common
FridaySaturday.

The Saturday meeting was held at Tampa Bay Watch, an environmental science center built to resemble the Pc
Grande Lighthouse, including a working | antern on
able to climb this lighthouse. Preceded by the usual board meetings, the regular meeting moved along at a bris
including an Italian dinner

Serena Miller, ayg@arold who made a donation to FLA in lieu of birthday presents, was an honorary guest at the 1
ing along with her parents and sister. Serenads f
both his service and for helping to raise the next generation of lighthouse lovers and preservationists.

Candace Clifford was our main guest speaker. Candace has been an independent researcher at the National A
many years specializing in records relating to the lighthouse service. Many lighthouses in Florida and around th
have had the opportunity to make use of her excell
tion to discussing her research work and the records available, Candace also talked about her new position as |
for the US Lighthouse Society. The USLHS publ i she:
online resources for the public to | earn about mal
to both. She also contributed signed copies of h
books with her mother, Mary Louise Clifford.

Richard Sanchez of the Egmont Key Alliance spoke twice at the event, including substituting for an Egmont Key
ranger who was delayed by boat problems. Rich talked about the history of the lighthouse, island, and his orgar

Rain swept through the Tampa Bay area overnight, but was clearing out by Sunday morning. FLA members ga
Fort DeSoto Park on Mullet Key for the boat ride to Egmont Key. A bike race in the park delayed many attende
ing them to miss the scheduled 9AM departure time for the ferry. Fortunately, this did not result in anyone missi
boat because among those caught in the traffic wa
progressed and the short trip on the water proved fairly calm out and back.

Richard Sanchez greeted visitors in a Confederate uniform and Richard Johnson, past president of the Egmont
ance, was in uniform as a lighthouse keeper. Visitors got a rare but greatly appreciated opportunity to climb the

Key Lighthouse. Al so available to visit were the
Dade, including the restored guardhouse. I n the ¢
slide show of Egmont Keyds history. Donal d and C:

ten thus farEgmont Key: A Historgpublished 2012).




CAPE FLORIDA~OnFebruary 10, our park host ec
tines Day Celebration under the full modaondreds of visitors got to enjoy the Full moo
over the ocean from the top of the ton®ur new LED beacon shone brightly with a hori
zontal pattern that replaced our old incandescent star burst disfitagus refreshments
were served by the Boaters Grivw.lighthouserestaurants.cany a campfire kept visitc
warm while enjoying the view of the moon over the sea.

i

Lighthouse News

DRY TORTUGAS ~ Dry Tortugas National Park has resubmitted a project proposal for 20z
Line Item Construction funding for a full Stabilization of the Dry Tortugas Light Station Ligh
house located on Loggerhead Key.

Additionally, we have received Treatment Recommendations for a Restoration of the Tortu
Harbor Light located on top of Fort Jefferson, Bastion 6, Garden Key. As a priority, the parl
moving forward in the contracting process to produce full Construction Documents for this
toration solicitation to go out to bid ASAP. It is anticipated that we will produce full Historic

American Building Survey (HABS) documentation for the Library of Congress and laser sc:
Harbor Light around August 2017 with final deliverables in Jan/Feb. 2018.

EGMONT KEY~ Egmont Key was the host lighthouse for the recent FLA Conference. We
had some questionable weather for the Sunday trip to the island but it turned out to be a good
day. Everyone had a good time, the lighthouse was open for visitation and the Guard House
was open as well. There was a Confederate soldier seen on the island firing his musket in the
air and even encouraging the visitors to try it out!

The Alliance was set to host the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute from nearby Eckerd Col-
lege on a tour of the island on March 3rd. OLLI is a very popular program at Eckerd and of-
fers a wide range of courses and field trips. We wanted to showcase the invisible history of the

i sl

and

wh i

ch visitors dondét normally hear about.

the ferry to operate so it was postponed for another day. | will have an update in a future is-

sue.



